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The ISIN Research Unit in Complex Networks and Pervasive Computing 
(CNPC) is a research unit focussing on the vertical area of Network 
Science that aims to be established to pursue two broad objectives. 
The Pervasive Computing field studies the effective realization of such 
global network, while the Complex Networks theory provides a 
powerful set of tools and conceptual framework for evaluating and 
modelling complex systems. This combination, on one side, makes 
computing to appear anytime and everywhere by means of software 
engineering and computer science, and, on the other side, draws on 
theories and methods from physical, information and social sciences to 
describe, prescribe and predict dynamics and behaviour of such 
complex systems.

https://www.supsi.ch/isin_en/Research/
Complex-networks-and-pervasive-computing.html

The consortium (see below) has high expertise in 
computational social science, democracy and policies,
also related to political activities.
What we do miss, is a partner with expertise in politics/
laws/media-governance who is also interested in acting
as coordinator, given the target call (HORIZON-CL2-
DEMOCRACY-2022-01-06: Politics and the impact of 
online social networks and new media.)
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HORIZON-CL2-DEMOCRACY-2022-01-06: Politics and the impact of online 
social networks and new media

Computational social science, misinformation, behavioural analysis

Disinformation on social networks and media

The characteristics of individual users shape how they approach and interact 
with social media. At the same time, political actors use social media platforms 
to covertly influence the political choices, actions, and interactions or those 
individual users. The strategies of political actors are informed by their 
knowledge of the demographic characteristics of users and how those 
characteristics can be targeted to disrupt democratic processes. Therefore, 
to increase individuals’ and societies’ resilience in the face of targeted 
political attacks, regulatory approaches need to address the needs and 
vulnerabilities of individual users as well as ensuring social media platforms 
have appropriate safety systems to mitigate their abuse by covert political 
actors. 

CNR (IT), UCL (UK), EURECOM (FR), Univ. of Bath (UK), Mirovni inštitut (SI), European University 
Institute (IT), Aristotle Univ. of Thessaloniki (GR)
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