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Disclaimer

The participation of Israeli entities, as associated country, in Horizon Europe projects, is 
subject to the signing of the 'Association Agreement' to the programme between Israel and 

the EU, before the first project's Grant Agreement (GA) is signed.

The presentation of draft topics and the feedback provided shall in under no circumstances 
bind the European Commission in the final formulation of topics for the call. 

The binding call text will be published following the formal decision by the European 
Commission on the Funding and tender opportunities portal



Participating Countries
27 Member States (MS) 17 Associated Countries (AC)
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Cluster 6: Expected Impacts



Cluster 6 – Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 
Resources, Agriculture and Environment 



Cluster 6 – Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 
Resources, Agriculture and Environment 



Action Funding* Technology 
Readiness 
Level (TRL)

Main Characteristics

RIA –
Research & 
Innovation 
Action

100% + 
25%

Low TRL (4-6) Basic and applied research, technology development 
and integration, testing and validation on small-scale 
prototype in laboratory or simulated environment

IA –
Innovation 
Action

70% + 
25%

High TRL (6-8) Prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-
scale product validation and market replication

CSA -
Coordination 
& Support 
Action

100%  + 
25%

Networking, coordination or support services, policy 
dialogues and mutual learning exercises and studies

* Non profit – always 100%

Main Types of Action 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf#page=6


Cluster 6 – Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 
Resources, Agriculture and Environment 

Proposals for topics under this Destination should set out a credible pathway to 
contributing to one or several of the following impacts:

Better understanding and enhancing the mitigation potential of ecosystems and 
sectors based on the sustainable management of natural resources;

Advanced understanding and science to support adaptation and resilience of 
natural and managed ecosystems, water and soil systems and economic sectors in 
the context of the changing climate;

Efficient monitoring, assessment and projections related to climate change 
impacts, mitigation and adaptation potential in order to bring out solutions for 
tackling emerging threats and support decision-making in climate change 
mitigation and adaptation policies at European and global levels;



Cluster 6 – Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 
Resources, Agriculture and Environment 

Fostered climate change mitigation in the primary sector , including by the 
reduction of GHG emissions, maintenance of natural carbon sinks and 
enhancement of sequestration and storage of carbon in ecosystems;

Improved adaptive capacity of water and soil systems and sectors including by 
unlocking the potential of nature-based solutions;

Better managed scarce resources, in particular soils and water, thus mitigating 
climate related risks, in particular desertification and erosion, thanks to informed 
decision-makers and stakeholders and integration of adaptation measures in 
relevant EU policies. 



Call for proposal

DeadlineOpeningCall

1 Sep 20212021

15 Feb 20222022



Land, ocean and water for climate action

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-01: Improved understanding, 
observation and monitoring of water resources availability

Expected TRL Topic Budget 
[M€]

No. of 
Projects

Action Deadline

5 10 3 RIA* 1.9.21

Freshwater resources are under increasing stress because of overuse and climate

change with wide-ranging consequences for human societies and ecosystems.

To reduce the vulnerability of ecosystems, society and water consuming economic

sectors to climate change, it is necessary to enhance the knowledge on water

resource availability and use, on future changes to climate and hydrological

systems and on risks of extreme weather events.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Enhanced knowledge base regarding water related climate change impacts,

vulnerability, risk and adaptation assessments in Europe and abroad.

Provide a more complete picture of future water vulnerabilities.

Support decision makers defining the safe operating space in terms of water quantity

and availability.

Improve Member States’ preparedness for climate change impacts with respect to

floods and droughts and support more accurate decision making for flood and drought

risk reduction and response.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Improve Member States’ preparedness for climate change impacts with respect to

floods and droughts and support more accurate decision making for flood and drought

risk reduction and response.

Minimise the disparities associated with data collection and reporting between

researchers and data agencies, enhance the interoperabilityץ

Foster commitments between climate change and water scientists.



Innovating with governance models and 
supporting policies

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-03: Key oceanic and polar processes 
driving regional & global climate change 

Expected TRL Topic Budget 
[M€]

No. of 
Projects

Action Deadline

3-5 15 2 RIA* 1.9.21

successful proposals will contribute to our understanding of the ocean and polar

regions, as an integral part of the Earth’s climate system.

Successful proposals will further the science for understanding key processes that link

the ocean to climate and people.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Increased predictability and reduced uncertainty associated with key oceanic and

polar processes and advanced understanding and science of the ocean-climate nexus.

Contribution to the next generation observation and modelling of key ocean-climate

processes and indicators.

Contribution to the implementation of the EU Arctic Policy, the All Atlantic Research

Alliance, the European Commission-European Space Agency Flagship Action on Polar

Changes & Global Impacts, European climate policies and a substantial contribution to

key international assessments, such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC), Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and

Ecosystem Services (IPBES), World Ocean Assessment (WOA) and other major regional

and global initiatives.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Actions should aim at developing innovative approaches to address only one of the

following options:

a. Regional & global components of the Atlantic meridional overturning circulation

(AMOC)

b. Improving understanding and observation of Antarctic key processes and the

Southern Ocean circulation



Land, ocean and water for climate action

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-05: Agroecological approaches for 
climate change mitigation, resilient agricultural production and enhanced 
biodiversity

Expected TRL Topic Budget 
[M€]

No. of 
Projects

Action Deadline

? 7 1 RIA* 1.9.21

A successful proposal should contribute to the European Green Deal by unfolding the 
potential of agroecology as a farming system based on the sustainable management 
of natural resources.

Activities should improve the knowledge base to inform decision-makers and other 
relevant stakeholders on how agroecology can contribute to these objectives, while 
remaining a profitable activity for farmers. 



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Agroecology is a holistic approach that relies on and maximizes the use of ecological

processes to support agricultural production

By working more with nature and ecosystem services, agroecology has the potential

to increase the circularity, diversification and autonomy of farms, and drive a full

transformation of farming systems

Achieving sustainable agricultural production that fosters both climate change

mitigation and adaptation of agriculture to climate change is a policy objective that

implies finding a balance with productivity and wider sustainability goals, such as

preserving and enhancing biodiversity.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Robust evidence of the potential of agroecology for climate change (mitigation and

adaptation), its climate neutrality potential, impact on biodiversity, and the potential

for improving farm socio-economic resilience.

Qualitative and quantitative data availability of the social, economic and

environmental sustainability and performance of agroecological strategies.

Increased understanding, adoption and implementation of agroecological practices by

farmers.

Improved understanding of the definition of agroecology with regard to the European

context and of its application to European farming



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Proposals should cover the wide range of crops and farming systems present in

European agriculture.

Projects must implement the 'multi-actor approach' and ensure adequate

involvement of the farming sector.

Projects funded under this topic should build on the results of relevant projects

funded under Horizon 2020 and should ensure collaboration with projects funded

under calls

• HORIZON-CL6-2022-FARM2FORK-02-01-two-stage: Agroecological approaches for

sustainable weed management

• HORIZON-CL6-2021-FARM2FORK-01-03: Digitalisation as an enabler of

agroecological farming systems.



CORDIS



Land, ocean and water for climate action

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-06: Resilient livestock farming systems 
under climate change

Expected TRL Topic Budget 
[M€]

No. of 
Projects

Action Deadline

? 12 1 RIA* 1.9.21

A successful proposal will contribute to better understanding and mobilising the 
mitigation and adaptation potential of livestock farming and related sectors based on 
the sustainable management of natural resources



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Terrestrial livestock production is considered a large contributor to anthropogenic

GHG emissions worldwide. Better assessment and improvement of the emissions

balance of terrestrial livestock production, are necessary.

The proposals should investigate at different and with a coherent approach, practices

and innovations that enable a reduction of the net GHG emissions by terrestrial

livestock, while striving to ensure farm viability and resilience of productions systems

Proposals should take into account novel farming systems and future scenarios,

different breeds, particularly local breeds, various management approaches, climatic

conditions and regional specificities.

Proposals should address at least cattle and pigs and may address any other relevant

species.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Enhanced adoption by farmers and other relevant actors of innovations that increase

the mitigation and adaptation capacity of livestock farming systems to climate change,

at animal, population and farm level, therefore improving the resilience of production

systems as well as animal health and welfare.

Improved capacity to assess the environmental and socio-economic impact of

mitigation and adaptation practices and options at different scales, alone and in

combination.

Consolidated transition towards a resilient livestock production with novel integrated

approaches defined for different climate change scenarios



Land, ocean and water for climate action

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-08: Agroforestry to meet climate, 
biodiversity and farming sustainability goals

Expected TRL Topic Budget 
[M€]

No. of 
Projects

Action Deadline

? 8 2 RIA* 1.9.21

Activities should improve the knowledge base to inform decision-makers and other 
relevant stakeholders on how agroforestry can contribute to better manage scarce 
resources such as soil and water in a changing climate



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Agroforestry systems include both traditional and modern land-use systems where

trees are managed together with crops and/or animal production systems in

agricultural settings.

These systems have the potential to increase ecosystem services - including soil

carbon sequestration, water retention, erosion control, soil nutrients, pollination,

pest- and disease-control - and biodiversity, while improving farming productivity,

profitability and sustainability of farmers’ incomes



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Project results are expected to contribute to at least two of the following expected

outcomes (depending on the activities covered):

Improved qualitative and quantitative data availability of the contribution of

agroforestry to climate change, soil conservation and (agro-)biodiversity and to

greater economic, environmental and social sustainability of farming

Improved configuration and management of agroforestry systems, including systems

involving animal production, through models and tools

Enhanced capacities of various actors to measure the economic, environmental and

social performance of agroforestry, in particular at farm level

A strengthened and more robust European agroforestry innovation ecosystem and

increased end user acceptance and implementation of agroforestry in Europe



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Projects must implement the 'multi-actor approach' and ensure involvement of

farmers and all other relevant actors in the value chain.

Proposals should cover the conventional, agroecological and organic sectors.

Projects funded should build on and expand existing knowledge, tools and initiatives

developed by Horizon 2020 projects, and where relevant ensure coordination with

those projects/initiatives.

In order to achieve the expected outcomes, international cooperation is advised.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-09: Enhancing science-based knowledge 
on EU forests’, including old-growth forests, capacities to mitigate climate 
change

Expected TRL Topic Budget 
[M€]

No. of 
Projects

Action Deadline

? 10 2 RIA* 1.9.21



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Carbon sequestration by forest ecosystems has attracted much interest as a mitigation

approach, as it can be considered as a relatively inexpensive option to address climate

change in the short- medium- and long term. Forest lands, covered by the regulation

on land use, land-use changes and forestry, are expected to contribute to the

achievement of Europe's climate ambition for 2030.

This topic aims to increase the science-based knowledge for an efficient

implementation of good management practices that ensure the multiple functions of

various forest types in Europe and to increase forest carbon stocks in the short-,

medium-, and long-term



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Forest managers adapting to sustainable management practices in view of climate

change, bioeconomy and biodiversity objectives

Improved knowledge on scenarios and sustainable pathways for forestry and the

forest-based sector including measures and management strategies taking into

account regional differences in Europe and changes in species composition.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Increased forest-based carbon removals through forest management practices and

uses of long-lived wood products

Better understanding on how forest management impacts carbon sequestration in

comparison to non-managed forests

Pathways to achieve the ambition of the Paris Agreement ambition to limit climate

warming

Transfer of knowledge from science to practice (good practice)



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Proposals should address at least five of the following activities:

Design agroforestry systems for climate change

Develop methods and indicators that allow the identification of newly established

agroforestry systems

Enhance quantification of the contribution of agroforestry to ecosystem services

underpinning climate change



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Improve knowledge of the economic, environmental and social performance of

agroforestry systems and their contribution to sustainable food and feed / non-food

biomass production

Develop a model to measure the impact of policies on agroforestry

Design and implement a plan to boost networking and R&I support to agroforestry

Develop a training package and guidelines to support farmers



Land, ocean and water for climate action

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-10: EU-China international cooperation 
on increasing the resilience of forests

Expected TRL Topic Budget 
[M€]

No. of 
Projects

Action Deadline

? 10 1 RIA* 1.9.21



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Adaptation and increased resilience of forests is essential for the forests to maintain

their function as carbon sinks, to protect existing stocks and to ensure that forests

will continue to provide important ecosystem services and to support the forest-

based bioeconomy.

Due to the high variation of European and Chinese forests, diversity of landscapes as

well as governance and ownership structures, adaptation strategies need to be

adapted to regional conditions and circumstances, with focus on the most vulnerable

forests in climate change hotspots



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Develop and refine projections at regional scaleץ

Design adaptation plans to increase the resilience of forests by active management of

the species composition

Analyse socio-economic aspects of forest adaptation, including forest managers’ and

users’ perception and factors influencing their decision making



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Project results are expected to contribute to all following expected outcomes:

Strengthened international cooperation with actors from China in the areas of forest

adaptation to climate change

Comprehensive knowledge base on the impact of climate change on forests and their

capacity to adapt

Increased adaptation efforts in climate change hotspots in the EU/associated

countries and China

Informed decision-making by forest managers adopting sustainable forest

management practices.

Knowledge transfer and capacity building at science-policy-practice interface.



Land, ocean and water for climate action

Due to the scope of this topic, international cooperation is strongly encouraged, in

particular with China. This topic is envisaged to be implemented as a coordinated call

but if no agreement is reached with the Ministry of Science and Technology China

(MOST) on the co-funding of Chinese partners, it will be implemented as a normal call.

Updates will be published on the Funding & Tenders Portal.



CSA
Topics Type of 

Action

Budgets 

(EUR 

million)

Expected EU 

contribution 

per project 

(EUR million)

Number of 

projects 

expected to be 

funded

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-04

Demonstration network on climate-smart farming –

linking pilot farms

CSA 23.00 Around 23.00 1

HORIZON-CL6-2021-CLIMATE-01-07

International Research Consortium on (agricultural) soil

carbon

CSA 3.00 Around 3.00 1



Finding Partners

1. Use your network

2. Take part in future brokerage events

3. Search previously funded projects

4. Use us – Send us a one-pager

https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en


Prepare a topic-specific one-pager

1. Use an official logo paper, pay attention to graphics as well as content

2. Start with a title that explains exactly what you want so that target crowed will actually read it : An 
Israeli SME/Researcher/NGO <hyperlink to your website> … that specializes in….  is looking for an 
opportunity to join a consortium preparing a proposal under call topic XYZ…

3. If you have already participated in an EU funded project, mention it immediately after the title –
experience makes you very attractive!

4. The first paragraph should explain EXACTLY how is your expertise relevant to the chosen call topic. 

o If you have more then one in mind, prepper several different one-pagers. 

o This is the most interesting paragraph. 

o No potential partner will guess or think for you how you can fit.

5. Only then write about yourself, your expertise and your achievements. This is interesting only if 
someone found the beginning of this one-pager interesting enough to keep on reading…

6. Lastly Your Full contact details. 

7. Save as PDF and upload Here > Cluster 1 One-Pagers Drive  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wbc2zIwSm40-GtJWa2CVmQzqQt9FK2Sz?usp=sharing


www.iserd.org.il


